
The content in this preview is based on the last saved version of your email - any changes made to your email 
that have not been saved will not be shown in this preview. 

 

 

OAPIA Bi-Weekly Newsletter 
News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

A Message from the Mayor 
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OAPIA in the Community  
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OAPIA, DC Public Schools (DCPS), and the Office of the Tenant Advocate (OTA) 
Host Education and Housing Workshop 
 

 
On August 20, 2013, the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs hosted a workshop on 
education and housing in collaboration with DC Public Schools (DCPS) and the Office of the Tenant 
Advocate (OTA) at the Chinatown Service Center. The two hour workshop had language interpretation 
for the Mandarin and Cantonese speaking residents who were in attendance. OTA started the 
workshop by providing a presentation about tenant rights and rental housing matters. DCPS followed 
with a presentation on early childhood programs, particularly for three and four year olds, and how to 
register using the lottery system for the Pre-K and early childhood programs. Information on the 
programs and services provided by the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) 
was distributed in-language to the attendees of the workshop. All three District agencies left information 
with the Chinatown Service Center who will continue to distribute the information to their clients. 

Attendees at the workshop listen to a speaker from DCPS. 

OAPIA Project BUILD (Business University Partnership to Innovate, Link, and 
Develop) Updates 
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The DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islanders Affairs is nearing the completion of Project 
BUILD (Business University Partnership to Innovate, Link, and Develop), a pilot program which 
launched this fiscal year and is designed to help improve existing AAPI small businesses in the District 
by connecting them with bilingual Master of Business Administration (MBA) graduate students for free 
business consulting services. Additionally, Project BUILD is a joint partnership with the DC Department 
of Small and Local Business Development and the DC Department of Housing and Community 
Development. This year, the project had selected nine MBA students and six AAPI owned small 
businesses to participate in the program. 
 
Among the Project BUILD MBA student participants were Manu Agrawal, Claire Hsieh, and Tang 
Kulkanchanachewin. The three students worked as a team and developed a customized business plan 
for the AYT Institute, an auto repair service and training school company, located in Ward 8. 
 
After two months of working closely with the AYT owner and staff, as well as through site visits of 
various AYT branch locations, the student team came up with a business plan that covered a wide 
range of topics: cost and benefit analysis of AYT's current business, strategies & recommendations for 
e-marketing, franchising and licensing. "I am glad I joined this project that OAPIA started. The students 
were very professional and came up with many solutions and possible options that we have not thought 
of before. They have put in a lot of time to work on doing the analysis for our business," said Gary Zhu, 
owner of AYT. Mr. Zhu hopes in the future that Project BUILD can further expand its involvement in the 
AAPI small business community. 

OAPIA meets with the AYT Institute, a participant of Project BUILD, on August 20, 2013.

OAPIA Participates in the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington: Rally 
for DC Statehood and Self-Determination March 
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OAPIA makes signs for the 50th Anniversary of the 
March on Washington: Rally for DC Statehood and 

Self-Determination March.

Seniors advocate for DC statehood at the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington: 
Rally for DC Statehood and Self-Determination March.
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Seniors at the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington: Rally for DC Statehood and 
Self-Determination March.

OAPIA Assists in Promoting the DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory 
Affairs (DCRA) Vending Regulations Training Symposium 
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The DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) partnered with the Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) to ensure the Vending Regulations Training Symposium was 
more accessible to the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) vending community. DCRA had 
been hosting training sessions for all DC vendors to explain the new vending regulations that were 
recently approved by the City Council. The trainings covered topics in the areas of vendor licenses, 
sidewalk vending, mobile vending, public markets, fees and fines, new vending opportunities, and more. 
 
OAPIA had been actively promoting these sessions to the AAPI vending community by mailing 
translated announcement flyers to over 200 AAPI vendors and by conducting door to door outreach to 
register vendors to attend. OAPIA encouraged vendors to participate in the sessions that were held at 
DCRA. 

Attendees at a DCRA Vending Regulations Training Symposium on Tuesday, August 27, 2013.

District News and Announcements 

District Government & Partners Launch First-of-Its Kind App and Initiative to 
Help Victims of Sexual Assault and Dating Violence 
Mayor's Office of Victim Services and Men Can Stop Rape Launch ASK DC App 
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(WASHINGTON, DC) - On August 14, 2013, Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Paul Quander 
and the Mayor's Office of Victim Services (OVS) joined community-service providers, leading experts in 
sexual-assault prevention, and law-enforcement officials from throughout the DC area to launch a new, 
District-wide initiative to address sexual assault and dating violence through the use of technology. 
 
The Assault. Services. Knowledge. DC, or ASK DC, initiative features mobile application, website and 
training components all aimed at providing resources and raising awareness for victims of sexual 
assault and dating violence. For the first time, the app compiles 33 assault-response resources from all 
service providers throughout the District in one, easily accessible tool. It provides quick access to 
immediate medical help and law enforcement, 24-hour support hotlines and online chats, and District-
specific community resources. The ASK DC initiative also encompasses a series of training sessions 
that will provide military personnel, law-enforcement officials, Capitol Hill staffers, deaf and hard-of-
hearing residents and other District communities with bystander intervention strategies and sexual-
assault-response protocols. The initiative also includes specialized resources for victims of sexual 
assault and dating violence in the military personnel, LGBTQ, deaf and hard of hearing, and multilingual 
communities. The resources are available in English, Spanish, French, Amharic, American Sign 
Language, and 22 different Asian languages. 
 
"One of my overarching goals is to ensure that every District resident feels safe and protected 
in their community, regardless of where they live, their age, their religion, their ethnic 
background, their sexual orientation or their gender identity," said Mayor Vincent C. Gray. "ASK 
DC is a way to save lives and provide all of our residents and visitors with quick access to 
critical resources that can help address - and ultimately reduce - incidents of sexual assault and 
dating violence." 
 
For the entire press release, please visit here. 

Spotlight: The Chinatown Service Center

The Chinatown Service Center, sponsored by the Chinese Community Church, provides social services 
to Asians in the Metropolitan area. Founded in 1977, it was first located at the Chinese Consolidated 
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Benevolent Association to reach the Chinatown area population. In 1980 the Center moved to the 
church premises, both at L Street and Mass Avenue. It moved with the church to its current location in 
September 2006. It is staffed by bilingual social service professionals, clergy and volunteers and 
provides a wide-range of counseling, education, and cultural programs primarily for new immigrants, 
children, and senior citizens. 
 
For more information about the Chinatown Service Center, please visit here. 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month 

 
 
August is National Immunization Awareness Month! Getting vaccinated is an easy way to stay healthy 
all year round. During the month of August, take the time to make sure that you and your loved ones 
have received all of the vaccinations you need. By making sure your vaccinations are up to date, you 
can help prevent harmful diseases from affecting you and your family. 
 
Getting vaccinated is important for people of all ages. Here's some information about vaccines that 
people need throughout their lives: 

Parents can protect infants and children from 14 serious childhood diseases by age 2. Learn 
more about immunizations for infants and children.  
Preteens and teens need vaccines too! Getting adolescents vaccinated will also protect their 
friends and their family members. Find out about the vaccines preteens and teens need.  
Adults: not sure if your immunization schedule is up-to date? Take this online quiz to see which 
vaccines you need, and use the Vaccine Finder tool below to find a location near you where you 
can access vaccines.  
Seniors may need one or more vaccines, even if they received vaccines as a child or as a 
younger adult. Find more information about vaccines for seniors here. 

 
For more information or resources concerning vaccinations and immunizations, please visit: 

DC Department of Health  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
HealthFinder  
The US Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Minority Health 

DC Mayor's Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 
The DC Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs usually convenes monthly meetings to 
discuss current issues affecting the DC AAPI community. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 at 6:30 pm in Conference Room 
1114 at One Judiciary Square, 441 4th Street NW, Washington, DC 20001. 
 
All commission meetings are open to the public. If you have any questions about the commission or its 
meetings, please contact oapia@dc.gov. 

Page 9 of 10OAPIA Update - August 28, 2013

9/11/2013http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=urk9qhfab&v=001-VufbrhO4aaB052...

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001pOgBxcE2kIpua7OEPV_lt3GXWtctyr_11M2ZV9YjYzQ6RdCulk07SzJI4WXGJ-0rITd9eDR8H-i5zgNWx7fr6Uqen7zHHKeYUtRvt6wp_sbld3PgFiGqK_4gJaZNFYfBYAw1Hrc06IKrtFSvkXsxBNRAaf6mVLlw_8sTQ6bapdv0jOqf8MZAy08387ZGzDR9dKAABO_10wVziQn4H6lirhwtAcKOAfZ-iCBgcbuQaxlqNlq0VBjTtkHeV_HBzAaCmDlqgHEcouFPEsoDkbW0zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001pOgBxcE2kIqclLofFUHmh4Y4QyEUDXVV8cobIhVXx1U5oyk23OsKZXUwcuc7sY_o6jkO68QRJgI3sh2bYMnbEnyfSNDGS-UijXbNkGinampVhrMG8aCYH4yHi4qkxLLe54AtbUFpoYORkOCc9JnyrUXEBYPoSR9xQKTL3cEJ05vz69tQiRJ9kIuL6WvCsSvebNZCKreUhT-N6UCIgwVtgMv4_XRF_gKT2MQTkxnE1SwMZ7HbCcE4Xg7AneIwQRGwy80V61HSkcY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001pOgBxcE2kIq1JDHQ3c3MMmBDzUw4Oy4aDazsXUISS--aEm3EIEYyKJE1C8Bxa-6BL4JvXmoIQijVRkfRF5dDpXebxOIyUPCS4iLBCea104CLHs115kW7m2_NXiTRapiBcFym-e62zNgRtGiM-th3hyNWqPFl_9EgrKoyf5PPa6buQ0MBIztrTdijx__46CdSZHCa44AFLJHFV0eRr6zTmygJ9lCwxaeq2J36o4M6Sgn3Woecxt_zrBy1eVOWsU1O0cWErOxJaaFzu8tKVEao7Bj28oRYpMn4UJG1q2r97JY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001pOgBxcE2kIpqhe0fhRpPSQzno-90QTmiuRr7gvSsM4NpiuuRRCGEbFpt6_OYKJG5LD46M_jIT9XpiHLKXClYKjY5VNFaeqSNjD916lGbQ-Z03HolWEXpND870E3OIgFJnpcrgL433OypbTyJXCns2AWcBaXZta9c6nl4vssJU7wxoop7X9Z1lnsXpVG-tnEyrv72l244UwapAMaIW-VZEcgVRHtUAdivBFsKhbrp8wjMs-H0fcgFgfcLmfWYlJXeUgzuvmuQEh_2SMC14jjZxg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001pOgBxcE2kIoyI6AM3We_XF1dCJ1w1yXI6F09qwE4qF17nXsdn0LlshJoj9wT5uCp_VNmXkHBYAY_eqVfHA-FfpuQta4tEZdF79_J11_OEI6vtMZE5JzGVsFKRFsJs5asbzpPyNxHCk0ZkkndCRDWVAoNmDCVfmAihEqpL5IQA2-2onW0T8mCw3xxNxuDgg8DmKHFH_xpVQQQVZfeSqidj-VItWXOLRHXXQ3AfH3pnHKzj8tAa_lkL0FAsfgtoEnu846z4_F3lj-P7VRaUX1C-oS2yNB7ImX7LEamkcycajc=


oapia@dc.gov | www.apia.dc.gov | Phone: (202) 727-3120 | Fax: (202) 727-9655 
 

 

Forward email 

OAPIA | 441 4th St NW | Suite 721 North | Washington | DC | 20001 

This email was sent to oapia@dc.gov by oapia@dc.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 

 

Page 10 of 10OAPIA Update - August 28, 2013

9/11/2013http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=urk9qhfab&v=001-VufbrhO4aaB052...


