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OAPIA Update 
News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

Dear Community Members, 
  
Earlier last week, the DC metro area was hit by Hurricane Sandy. We were very 
fortunate to have been spared by the enormous damages that were projected. 
To ensure the safety of our residents, the Mayor 's office provided emergency 
tips and warnings, distributed sandbags to prevent water leakage, and closed 
the District due to the unprecedented storm. 
  
During Hurricane Sandy, OAPIA worked hard to provide up to date information 
on the emergency situation to the AAPI community, especially those with limited 
English proficiency (LEP). Alerts and emergency information, including tips on 
how to be safe through the storm were promptly translated into Chinese, Korean, 
and Vietnamese and sent out via the OAPIA listserv, community based organizations, the DC Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA) website, the OAPIA website, and social media. OAPIA staff also 
worked with the Asian Liaison Unit to deliver the information to buildings where many AAPIs reside in areas such as 
Chinatown and Columbia Heights. Bilingual staff also made phone calls to LEP residents to make sure they obtained 
the information needed to stay safe and were made aware of where to seek shelter should it become become 
necessary. 
  
OAPIA will continue to work with the Mayor and other support agencies to effectively respond to emergency 
situations in the future and to make sure the AAPI community, especially LEP members, receive emergency 
information regardless of language barriers. 
  
OAPIA supports Mayor Gray's goal to engage the entire community in emergency preparedness and would like to 
thank all of our first responders and agencies who provide critical support to our District residents. 
  
We highly recommend everyone take the necessary steps to prepare for any natural or man-made disaster.   
  
With the winter season just ahead, we encourage you to all create your own emergency tool kit and check off list.  
  
Below, we have set aside a few preparation tips to remember:     
  
When the outside temperature is extremely low, take these precautions: 

Be aware of the fire danger from space heaters and candles; keep such devices away from all flammable 
materials.  
Install recommended smoke and carbon monoxide detectors (at least one of each per floor in your home).  
Stay indoors and use safe heating sources.  
Do not use charcoal or other fuel-burning devices, such as grills, that produce carbon monoxide indoors.  
Stay dry and in wind protected areas outdoors.  
Wear several layers of loose fitting, lightweight, warm clothing rather than one layer of heavy clothing. Wear 
mittens, a hat and cover your mouth with a scarf to protect your lungs.  
Drink plenty of non-alcoholic fluids and eat high-caloric foods.  
Watch for signs of frostbite-skin appears white and waxy, numbness or no feeling in that area and/or possible 
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blisters.  
Watch for signs of hypothermia-shivering and numbness, confusion or dizziness, stumbling and weakness, 
slow or slurred speech and shock.  
Go to a medical facility immediately if you or someone you know is experiencing signs of hypothermia or 
frostbite.  
Call the Hypothermia Hotline at 1 (800) 535-7252 if you see a homeless person stranded in the cold. Vans will 
transport homeless individuals to a shelter. 

Nature is unpredictable. Be prepared! Stay informed and sign up for HSEMA's alerts by clicking here. To find out 
more about emergency planning, visit HSEMA. 
  
  
Warm Regards, 

  
Soohyun "Julie" Koo  
Director, DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

OAPIA in the Community 

OAPIA Takes Part in the "Great Shakeout" 
 
As part of Mayor Gray's broader initiative in public safety and disaster preparedness, OAPIA, along with 203,000 
individuals and organizations in the District took part in the "Great Shakeout." The two minute drill was coordinated 
through HSEMA. Knowing when an earthquake will strike can be unpredictable. That's why practicing is essential if 
you want to protect yourself! To learn more about the Great Shakeout you can visit www.shakeout.org. 
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Andrew Chang, OAPIA Staff, " Dropping, Covering, and Holding On" for dear life during the Great ShakeOut drill 
on October 18, 2012. 

OAPIA Holds South Asian American Community Dialogue 
 
On October 24, 2012, more than 25 District residents, merchants, and students gathered to attend an event 
promoting and encouraging an open dialogue among the District's different communities. OAPIA along with other 
community groups focused the dialogue on Sikh Americans, a religious group within the broader South Asian 
American population, after a shooting that occurred at a Sikh temple in Wisconsin several months ago. Among some 
of the topics that were addressed were dispelling stereotypes of Sikh Americans and Sikh culture. The dialogue 
served as a forum for all to share their thoughts and concerns.   
  
"I commend the Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs for their endeavors to bridge the cultural gap 
that exist in Washington, DC within the many diverse cultures. This was not only beneficial to the Southern Asia 
countries but to all of us who are working diligently to erase the lines that divides our communities. Again, thank you 
to the Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs for opening up the door to improve race relations and  to 
continue the efforts to make Washington, DC, ONE CITY!," said Dionne Reed of the Far Southeast Family 
Strengthening Collaborative Inc.  
  
The event was held at the Department of Employment Services Headquarters in Ward 7. The community dialogue 
was a partnership with the Mayor's Office of Community Affairs, Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Engagement, 
Department of Employment Services, Kaur Foundation, South Asian Americans Leading Together, Washington Area 
Liquor Retailers Association, Anacostia Coordinating Council, Far Southeast Family Strengthening Collaborative, 
Inc, Congress Heights Main Streets, Many Languages One Voice, KhushDC, and Natyabhoomi School of Dance. 
  
For the press release, please visit here. For photos from the event, please visit here.   
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Ward 7 leaders and residents listening at the event. 

U.S. Census Bureau National Advisory Committee on Racial, Ethnic, and Other Populations Hold First 
Meeting 
  
The US Census Bureau National Advisory Committee on Racial, Ethnic and Other Populations met during the last 
week of October for the first time. The Committee is a new direction for the Bureau which combines multiple 
viewpoints to help direct the decision making at the Bureau. The National Advisory Committee (NAC) will advise the 
Census Bureau on a wide range of variables that affect the cost, accuracy and implementation of the Census 
Bureau's programs and surveys, including the once-a-decade census. The committee, which is comprised of 32 
members from multiple disciplines, will advise the Census Bureau on topics such as housing, children, youth, 
poverty, privacy, race and ethnicity, as well as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other populations. 
  
The focus of OAPIA's involvement will be related to Language Access particularly advising the Bureau on translation 
of surveys and products they produce, particularly issues dealing with accessibility and quality control. Another focus 
will be field implementation of the surveys and advising the Bureau on systems to put in place to ensure language is 
available to Census workers administering the surveys. 
  
The initial meeting was to set up how meetings will be structured and to develop operating procedures. In addition to 
in person meetings, there will be multiple opportunities to work offline in between the in-person meetings and will 
occur at least once a year. The NAC is a great opportunity for the Census to learn about different communities and 
gain advice to improve the implementation of the various Census surveys. 

OAPIA Participates in Opening Ceremony of American Islamic Congress Center 
 
Director Koo spoke at the opening ceremony of the American Islamic Congress (AIC) Center in DC on October 25, 
2012. The AIC is an independent, non-partisan non-profit organization dedicated to building interfaith and inter ethnic 
understanding and to supporting human and civil rights in Muslim majority countries. Director Koo congratulated AIC 
on their achievements and the new community center, and offered to serve as a liaison for the Muslim community 
and as a bridge between the Muslim community and DC government. Director Koo reiterated Mayor Gray's 'One 
City' vision where everyone regardless of their cultural, racial, language, and religion background or sexual 
orientation should have the same high quality service and experience in the District. 
  

Page 4 of 8OAPIA Update - November 7, 2012

9/11/2013http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=urk9qhfab&v=001-VufbrhO4aaB052...



 

OAPIA Director, Soohyun "Julie" Koo and American Islamic Congress Co-Founder and Executive Director, Zainab 
Al-Suwaij.
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Director Koo delivered welcoming remarks at the A&C Foundation's Chinese Traditional Jade Music Instrument 
Recital & Folk Song Concert at the Kennedy Center.  

On Saturday October 27, Director Koo participated in a panel discussion entitled "Reclaiming Feminine Power in 
Politics." This half day conference was organized by the Korean Women International Network (KOWIN), 

Washington DC Chapter.

OAPIA Welcomes Fall Intern Jason Chen 

 
 
 
Jason Chen was born and raised in Shijiazhuang, China, not far from Beijing. 
He moved to the United States in 2000, finished elementary school and 
attended middle school and high school in Maryland. He recently graduated 
from the University of Maryland at College Park, with a bachelor's degree in 
communications. Through his education and previous internships, he has 
considerable experience in the areas of social media, public relations, outreach, 
communications, and crisis management. Jason is also a native speaker of 
Mandarin Chinese and has an amorous interest in Chinese culture and history. 
 
At OAPIA, Jason hopes to gain valuable work experience within local 
government and better understand and serve the AAPI community. His long-
term aspiration is to become a writer or teacher. 
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Jason Chen

Spotlight: Asian American Democracy Project
The Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center (APALRC) co-sponsored the Asian American Democracy 
Project with the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF) and monitored elections on 
November 6, 2012. The Asian American Democracy Project involved poll monitoring and conducting multilingual 
voter surveys for Asian American voters. 
  
In past elections, Asian American voters have been subject to excessive identification requirements, hostile poll 
workers making racist comments, harassment from campaign staff, and other tactics aimed at disenfranchisement. 
APALRC monitored polls to ensure compliance with the Voting Rights Act, which not only protects voters from such 
actions, but also provides for Asian-language ballots, voting materials, and interpreters. 
  
AALDEF conducted the Asian American Democracy Project nationally. APALRC focused efforts on Asian 
communities in the D.C. metro area, namely Chinatown, Columbia Heights, Silver Spring, Rockville, Arlington, Falls 
Church, Centreville, and Annandale. 
  
For more information about APALRC, please visit here. For more information about the Asian American Democracy 
Project, please visit here.  

DC Mayor's Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 
The DC Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs usually convenes monthly meetings to discuss current 
issues affecting the DC AAPI community. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, November 29, 2012 @ 6:30 pm at the OAPIA office located at 441 4th 
Street, NW, Suite 721N, Washington, DC 20001. 
 
All commission meetings are open to the public. If you have any questions about the commission or its meetings, 
please contact oapia@dc.gov. 

oapia@dc.gov | www.apia.dc.gov | Phone: (202) 727-3120 | Fax: (202) 727-9655 
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