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News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs
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Vircent C. Gray
Mayar

The clections are less than a month away and T wonld like o remind cveryone to volc on
November 8", 1 want to applaud OAPIA for its efforts to get District of Columbia residents out
to vote, Tn the spitit of election season, DAPIA recently coordinated voler registration drives in
the Asian Amcrican and Pacific Islander (AAP]) communily (o raise awareness on the
importance of voling.

We believe all voters should have access to the ballot box regardless of their English
proficiency. [t's important that volers arc aware of this assistance.

OAPIA is helping to ensure that the AAPI community receives full access 10 voting by
helping to translate signage &t poll sites and by recruiting bilingual poll workers. These cfforts
tratslate into a move knowledgeable, active and stronger city. Il is important for all ol our
residents 1o be actively involwed in the political process.

We urge you to contact QAPIA or the Distriet of Columbia Board of Flections if you
have questions concerning your registration stalus or need help in finding your polling place.

Again, thank you for exercising your right to vole and for participating in the democratic
process,

OAPIA and other District ageneics always look forward to getling your feedback on how

your leedback.

Singerealy,

C

incent C, Gray
Mayor

OAPIA in the Community
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Dory Peters from OAPIA participated as a panelist at the AAPIP (Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders in
Philanthropy) Jade Philanthropy Reception. Dory shared information about the growing needs of the Asian
American Pacific Islander communities in the District and provided suggestions on how people can get
involved by donating or volunteering to local community based organizations.

OAPIAs very own Neel Saxena has recently been named to the U.S. Census Bureau's National Advisory
Board. In this position, Neel will be working with 31 other members providing advice on issues affecting the
Asian American and Pacific Islander population. Congratulations Neel!

To view the entire press release, please click herd.

Spotlight: Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

By: Reshma Dabadi, OAPIA intern

It is necessary to know that domestic violence can happen to anyone of any race, or gender or different
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socioeconomic status. The dynamics of domestic violence in the Asian and Pacific Islander (API) families
is a little different due to different cultural expressions. It impacts the Asian women more than men
because culturally, Asian women are expected to be passive, and the trauma builds up internally as they
are silenced and are scared to seek help. Domestic violence among Asian women comes out as a
gendered based violence and they encounter it several times in their lives.

Forty one to sixty one percent of Asian women report experiencing physical and/or sexual violence by an
intimate partner during their lifetime. In the APl community most cases show that there is a single victim
and one abuser. However, it is also very common to see a single victim and multiple family members
acting as abusers. When married, in-laws are most likely seen to support domestic violence. For example,
in the South Asian culture, the dowry system determines a woman's married life as the in -laws treat her
according to the amount of wealth she brings.

API women report that their husbands threaten them with divorce or leaving the home when abusing, and
later entice them to come back and asking for forgiveness. These patterns of behavior in the API
community leave the women entangled in this vicious cycle of abuse and thus it affects their decision to
ever report.

It is really important to stand up against domestic violence as it is a very critical problem that our society is
dealing with. The DC Metropolitan Police Department receives 30,000 calls each year. That's 1 call every
17 minutes!!

Organizations such as the Domestic Violence Resource Project (DVRP) provide critical resources to those
effected by domestic violence.

Since 1996, DVRP has provided services to survivors of domestic violence in Washington DC, Maryland
and Virginia.

Please visi to get involved.
DC Mayor's Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs

The DC Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs usually convenes monthly meetings to discuss
current issues affecting the DC AAPI community.

The next meeting will take place in November 2012 @ 6:30 pm at the OAPIA office located at 441 4th
Street, NW, Suite 721N, Washington, DC 20001.

All commission meetings are open to the public. If you have any questions about the commission or its
meetings, please contact oapia@dc.gov.

oapia@dc.gov | www.apia.dc.gov | Phone: (202) 727-3120 | Fax: (202) 727-9655
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