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OAPIA Update 
News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

  
Dear AAPI Community Members, 
 
The DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs is working 
hard to make sure that you are up to date on all the things going on in 
our office. To help keep you up to date, we have created this 
newsletter to give brief updates on things happening in our office and 
in District Government.   
  
Join us in creating a better AAPI community in the District!   
  
Warm Regards, 
  

  
 
Soohyun "Julie" Koo 
Director, DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 
  

 D.C. Full Democracy Freedom Rally and March  

Page 1 of 7OAPIA Update Oct 21, 2011

9/11/2013http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=urk9qhfab&v=001-VufbrhO4aaB052...



 
  
On October 15, 2011, OAPIA joined Mayor Vincent C. Gray, elected officials, renowned performing artists 
and national civil rights activists in honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., by demanding full 
democracy for the District of Columbia at the D.C. Full Democracy Freedom Rally and March held at 
Freedom Plaza. 
  
An estimated 1,000 individuals participated in the event, including members from the AAPI community, 
where OAPIA Commissioners, former OAPIA interns, current OAPIA interns, OAPIA staff, and seniors 
from the Asian Service Center voiced their support for the Mayor's call for DC statehood. AAPI performers 
included a spoken word artist and the Wong People Kung Fu Association Dancers. OAPIA and supporters 
marched in the rally that stretched from Freedom Plaza to the grassy steps of the Washington Monument. 
  
Photos from the event can be viewed on our Facebook page here.  

 AAPI Community Grantee Orientation  

     
  

OAPIA hosted the 1st Grantee Orientation for 
the FY2012 Asian American Pacific Islander 
Community Grant on October 18, 2011.  The 
orientation provided grantees with information 
related to post-award management.  The DC 
Office of Disability Rights also made a 
presentation on grantees' responsibilities 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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For more information about the orientation, please contact Neel Saxena at neel.saxena@dc.gov 
 

 Mayor Gray Signs Executive Order Regarding Immigration Status  
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On October 19, 2011, Mayor Vincent C. Gray signed an order protecting residents from unnecessary 
inquiries into immigration status. The executive action clarifies that District public-safety authorities will not 
detain individuals because of immigration status. OAPIA Executive Director Julie Koo was in attendance to 
witness the signing of Mayor Gray's executive order. 
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 OAPIA Welcomes Fall Intern Young Choi  
    

Young Choi is currently a senior at Georgetown University double 
majoring in American Studies and Philosophy with a minor in Spanish. 
She decided to pursue an internship at OAPIA because of her passion 
for public service and community outreach. As a member of Alpha Phi 
Omega, a co-ed service fraternity on campus, she has spent the past 
several years in the District working with its immigrant communities and 
low-income families through ESL tutoring, food and clothing drives, and 
after school programs. Furthermore, she hopes that her previous 
internship experiences back in her hometown of Los Angeles will help 
OAPIA continue to serve as a liaison between DC government agencies 
and API residents. 
  
Young is excited to serve a community that has had an invaluable 
impact on the development and success of the District, and through this 
internship, she hopes to assist the staff in voicing and responding to any 
needs of the API community.

 DC's Immigrant Communities - Many Stories, One Night  
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Learn about DC's immigrant communities. $10 suggested donation.  
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Theme: Many Stories, One Night 
When: Thursday, November 3, 2011 from 6-9pm 
Where: Gala Theatre at Tivoli Square 
3333 14th Street NW 
  
There will be a film screening of Robert Winn's film about the impact of the language barrier during 
emergencies, a sneak peek at a community-driven report on the state of language access in DC, plus free 
food, child care, and interpretation services.  
 
For flyers in Chinese, Korean, or Vietnamese, please email: oapia@dc.gov 
For more information, or for flyers in non-Asian languages, please contact Erin Burns: 
erin.mlov@gmail.com 

 DC Mayor's Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs      
The DC Mayor's Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs convened its monthly meeting to 
discuss issues going on in the DC AAPI community.  
 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 26, 2011 @ 6:30 pm at the OAPIA Office. 
All commission meetings are open to the public. 
If you have any questions about the commission or its meetings, please contact oapia@dc.gov. 

oapia@dc.gov | www.apia.dc.gov | Phone: (202) 727-3120 | Fax: (202) 727-9655 
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