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Mo,va,on	  behind	  IGP	  	  

  Student	  Personaliza0on	  and	  Ownership	  

  DC	  2008	  Goal:	  	  “Opportuni0es	  for	  All”—Create	  a	  college-‐going	  culture	  by	  
developing	  Individual	  Gradua6on	  Plans	  (IGPs)	  for	  all	  high-‐school	  students,	  which	  
will	  involve	  them	  in	  managing	  their	  academic	  programs	  from	  grades	  8	  through	  12.	  

  DCMR	  V	  2203.1:	  At	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  9th	  grade,	  students	  shall	  develop	  a	  
gradua6on	  plan	  pacing	  the	  courses	  they	  will	  take	  to	  complete	  high	  school.	  	  

  DCPS	  Five	  Year	  Ac,on	  Plan	  (April	  2009):	  Individual	  Gradua6on	  plans	  and	  advisory	  
programs	  will	  form	  the	  founda6on	  for	  all	  students	  to	  build	  toward	  strong	  post-‐
secondary	  op6ons.	  IGPs	  are	  geared	  toward	  increasing	  students’	  engagement	  in	  
their	  own	  academic	  success.	  	  
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IGP	  Vision	  

  All	  students	  grade	  6-‐12	  will	  have	  an	  electronic	  por/olio	  of	  educa,onal,	  
career	  and	  achievement	  informa,on	  that	  will	  travel	  with	  them	  throughout	  
their	  school	  career	  and	  guide	  their	  progress	  through	  secondary	  school	  and	  
to	  post-‐secondary	  op,ons.	  	  

  Students	  will	  be	  empowered	  with	  their	  own	  informa,on	  to	  be	  able	  to	  
make	  decisions	  about	  their	  progress	  through	  secondary	  schooling	  to	  post-‐
secondary	  op,ons.	  
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Alignment	  with	  the	  Office	  of	  the	  Chief	  Academic	  Officer’s	  Goals	  

OCAO	  Outcomes	  
Outcome	  7:	  Students	  graduate	  on	  ,me.	  
Outcome	  8:	  Students	  graduate	  prepared	  for	  success	  in	  post	  secondary	  educa,on	  and	  
the	  career	  world	  without	  remedia,on.	  

Effec,ve	  Schools	  Framework:	  Students	  are	  
invested	  in	  their	  academic	  growth	  and	  
achievement.	  

Teaching	  and	  Learning	  Framework	  
Increase	  Effec,veness:	  Track	  Student	  
Progress	  
Teach:	  Invest	  students	  in	  their	  learning	  
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IGP	  Product	  

  Web-‐based	  documenta,on	  of	  student	  accomplishments,	  
strengths,	  and	  challenges.	  

  Forum	  for	  students,	  parents,	  and	  guidance	  counselors.	  
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Middle	  School	  and	  Educa,onal	  Campus	  Resources	  (grades	  6-‐8)	  	  

  Explorer	  	  
  Enables	  students	  to	  record	  and	  store	  all	  planning	  efforts:	  

  Educa,onal	  –	  course	  selec,on/school	  choices	  
  Personal	  –	  journaling,	  recrea,on/extracurricular	  ac,vi,es	  
  Professional	  –	  career	  choices	  

  Helps	  students	  build	  problem	  solving,	  cri,cal	  thinking,	  and	  
reading	  comprehension	  skills	  while	  learning	  about	  the	  people	  at	  
work	  in	  their	  community.	  

  Learning	  Styles	  Inventory	  
  Iden,fies	  students’	  preferred	  learning	  environments	  helping	  

them	  build	  self-‐awareness	  and	  improve	  study	  habits,	  abtudes	  
and	  behavior.	  

Individual	  Gradua,on	  Por/olios	  

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 7 



High	  School	  Resources	  

  Planner	  	  
  Enables	  students	  to	  record	  and	  store	  all	  planning	  efforts:	  
  Educa,onal	  –	  course	  selec,on/school	  choices	  
  Personal	  –	  journaling,	  recrea,on/extracurricular	  ac,vi,es	  
  Professional	  –students	  can	  compare,	  and	  choose	  post-‐
secondary	  career/educa,on	  op,ons.	  

  Learning	  Styles	  Inventory	  
  Iden,fies	  students’	  preferred	  learning	  environments	  
helping	  them	  build	  self-‐awareness	  and	  improve	  study	  
habits,	  abtudes,	  and	  behavior.	  
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Addi,onal	  High	  School	  Resources	  

  Test	  GEAR	  (PSAT/SAT	  prep)	  
  Provides	  hours	  of	  instruc,on,	  diagnos,c	  tests,	  interac,ve	  lessons	  and	  

tutorials,	  test-‐taking	  strategies,	  over	  3,000	  word	  “Vocab	  Lab,”	  and	  2	  full-‐length	  
tests	  and	  16	  prac,ce	  tests	  (per	  PSAT/SAT)	  

  Do	  What	  You	  Are	  (Ap,tude	  test)	  
  Improves	  students’	  knowledge	  of	  self	  (personality)	  for	  more	  effec,ve	  planning	  

  Ability	  Profiler	  
  Measures	  students’	  individual	  strengths	  and	  provides	  educa,onal	  and	  

occupa,onal	  sugges,ons.	  
  Other	  Tools	  

  College	  Finder	  
  Scholarship	  Finder	  
  Resume	  Builder,	  Cover	  Leher	  Builder,	  Prac,ce	  Interviews,	  and	  thank	  you	  

lehers.	  
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Logging	  In	  

  Go	  to	  dcps.bridges.com	  

  Access	  for	  students:	  

  Under	  por/olio	  name	  put	  
DCPS	  and	  the	  student’s	  ID	  
number.	  	  Por/olio	  name:	  
DCPS#######.	  	  

  The	  student’s	  password	  the	  
first	  ,me	  they	  log	  in	  is	  DCPS.	  

  The	  student	  will	  then	  be	  
prompted	  to	  create	  a	  new	  
password.	  	  
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Password	  Reset	  Page	  
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Individual	  Gradua,on	  Por/olios	  Tools	  
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Middle	  School	  Tools-‐	  Explorer	  

  Guideways	  	  
  Quiz	  of	  interests	  and	  skills	  
  Quiz	  of	  subjects	  and	  

ac,vi,es	  enjoyed	  

  Explore	  poten,al	  careers	  
  Explore	  poten,al	  majors	  	  

  Course	  planner	  	  
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Middle	  School	  Guideways	  

  Make	  it	  easier	  for	  students	  to	  
use	  the	  Individual	  Gradua,on	  
Por/olio	  tool.	  

  Provide	  steps	  to	  be	  
completed	  each	  year,	  guiding	  
students	  towards	  gradua,on.	  

  Parents	  and	  students	  can	  
track	  what	  they	  have	  been	  
doing,	  and	  what	  they	  have	  
completed.	  

Individual	  Gradua,on	  Por/olios	  

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 14 



Everything	  needed	  to	  search	  for	  careers	  for	  middle	  school	  
students	  

  Can	  search	  for	  careers	  according	  
to	  clusters	  or	  by	  individual	  careers	  

  Over	  900	  careers	  

  Career	  Profiles	  include:	  
  What	  they	  do	  

  Salary	  
  Interviews	  

  Related	  careers	  

  Related	  majors	  

  Videos	  of	  what	  it	  is	  like	  in	  the	  
career	  
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Your	  Por/olio	  for	  middle	  school	  students	  

  In	  Your	  Por/olio	  students	  can:	  
  Store	  personal	  info,	  interests	  and	  

courses	  taken.	  	  

  Save	  careers,	  educa,on	  and	  
leisure	  op,ons.	  

  Record	  ideas	  and	  ques,ons	  as	  
students	  figure	  out	  what	  to	  do	  
amer	  high	  school.	  	  

  Keep	  track	  of	  future	  courses	  and	  
op,ons.	  

  See	  which	  assignments	  and	  tasks	  
completed	  and	  what's	  lem	  to	  do.	  	  
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Access	  to	  grades	  for	  middle	  school	  students	  
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High	  school	  tools-‐	  Planner	  

  Can	  build	  4-‐year	  course	  
plan	  around	  career	  clusters	  
that	  match	  student’s	  
personal	  quali,es.	  

  Can	  search	  for	  and	  
compare	  schools	  with	  
courses	  that	  fit	  student’s	  
plan	  and	  career	  goals.	  

  Course	  plan	  will	  no,fy	  
students	  if	  they	  become	  off	  
track	  for	  gradua,on.	  
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High	  School	  Guideways	  

  Make	  it	  easier	  for	  students	  to	  
use	  the	  Individual	  Gradua,on	  
Por/olio	  tool.	  

  Provide	  steps	  to	  be	  
completed	  each	  year,	  guiding	  
students	  towards	  gradua,on.	  

  Parents	  and	  students	  can	  
track	  what	  they	  have	  been	  
doing,	  and	  what	  they	  have	  
completed.	  
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Access	  to	  grades	  and	  transcripts	  for	  high	  school	  students	  
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Scholarship	  Finder	  

  Search	  for	  scholarships	  according	  
to	  interests,	  skills,	  financial	  need,	  
region,	  area	  of	  study,	  and	  more.	  

  Includes	  DC	  specific	  scholarships	  

  Can	  save	  searches	  

  Link	  to	  the	  FASFA	  
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Parent	  Resources	  

  Grade	  specific	  resources	  

  Ar,cles	  and	  ac,vi,es	  to	  engage	  in	  
with	  children	  

  Career	  planning	  worksheets	  

  College	  planning	  worksheets	  
  Addi,onal	  sources	  for	  college	  and	  

career	  research.	  
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DCPS	  roll	  out	  of	  the	  IGP	  

  The	  IGP	  is	  available	  now	  for	  all	  middle	  school	  and	  high	  school	  
students	  as	  a	  self-‐directed	  tool.	  	  

  Principals	  have	  received	  overviews.	  
  School	  counselors	  and	  special	  educators	  have	  received	  

training.	  	  

  The	  IGP	  is	  being	  connected	  to	  transi,on	  planning	  for	  students	  
with	  IEPs.	  
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Updates	  

  Student	  informa,on	  is	  updated	  at	  the	  end	  of	  each	  term	  and	  
summer	  school	  including:	  
  Completed	  marks/grades	  	  
  Credits	  
  Courses	  
  Enrolled	  courses	  
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Important	  things	  to	  do	  with	  your	  student	  

  Share	  informa,on	  with	  your	  student	  about	  their	  Individual	  
Gradua,on	  Por/olio.	  

  Encourage	  students	  to	  explore	  IGP	  website.	  
  Work	  with	  your	  student	  on	  the	  Guideways.	  

  Provide	  ques,ons,	  concerns,	  comments,	  etc.	  to	  your	  school	  
counselor.	  
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