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OAPIA Bi-Weekly Newsletter
News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander
Affairs

A Message from the Director

Dear Community Members,

Ten years ago on April 21, 2004, the District of Columbia
enacted a fundamental piece of civil rights legislation - the
DC Language Access Act of 2004. The goal of the act was to
provide greater access to and participation in public services,
programs, and activities for residents of the District of
Columbia with limited or no-English proficiency.

In celebration of Language Access Month and in
commemoration of the 10th year anniversary of the passage
of the Language Access Act, the Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) has been
organizing a series of programs and events over the past year, culminating in GroundBroken,
tonight's grand finale celebration at 6:00 pm at the John A. Wilson Building.

Please join Mayor Gray and OAPIA for a policy panel and reception to celebrate the anniversary
of the Language Access Act and its impact on the District's Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) community.

Furthermore, consider nominating unsung heroes who have demonstrated extraordinary
dedication to the limited English proficient (LEP) and/or non-English proficient (NEP) AAPI
community of the District of Columbia for the Mayor's Community Service Awards, to be
presented during Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in May.

Looking forward, OAPIA will continue to provide technical assistance to District government
agencies so that they may better understand, engage, and serve the AAPI community, including
LEP/NEP AAPI residents and merchants, in the District.

Warm Wishes,

Soohyun "Julie" Koo
Director, DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs
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OAPIA in the Community 

OAPIA Participates in the Many Languages One Voice (MLOV) Language

Access Act Celebration

OAPIA Director Soohyun "Julie" Koo addressing the audience.

Many Languages One Voice (MLOV) hosted a special anniversary fundraiser entitled In My Own
Words on April 17, 2014 in commemoration of the passage of the Language Access Act of 2004
in the District of Columbia. OAPIA participated in the celebration and OAPIA Director Koo made
remarks to the audience concerning the importance of language access in the District.

OAPIA Attends Mayor Gray's 2014 Summer Youth Employment Program
(SYEP) Career Exploration Fair



5/27/2014 OAPIA Update - April 23, 2014

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=urk9qhfab&v=001r1I1BK3-6CBpV2BpNChpplCo9huwgizQ--2NYAKeTf6TrRPI26GqxKeJfOMEVJBI6dFeRc… 3/5

OAPIA intern Hera Liao at the 2014 SYEP Career Exploration Fair.

OAPIA participated at Mayor Vincent C. Gray's 2014 Summer Youth Employment Program
(SYEP) Career Exploration Fair on April 18, 2014 at the National Building Museum to recruit
SYEP candidates.

SYEP is a locally funded initiative sponsored by the Department of Employment Services (DOES)
that provides District youth ages 14 to 21 with enriching and constructive summer work
experiences through subsidized placements in the private and government sectors. The Career
Exploration Fair is an opportunity for Host Employers to meet with prospective youth for summer
placements. OAPIA is serving as a Host Employer and providing structured job opportunities for
local youth during the summer.

For information on OAPIA internships and volunteering opportunities, please visit here. For more
information on SYEP, please visit here.

Spotlight: Chinatown Community Cultural Center (CCCC)
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The Chinatown Community Cultural Center (CCCC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, located
in the thriving Chinatown neighborhood of Downtown, Washington, DC. The mission of the CCCC
is to preserve and promote Chinatown's cultural identity while simultaneously focusing on
educating and empowering immigrants in Chinatown and the Washington, DC area. The mission
of the CCCC is two-fold because the success of Chinatown in Washington, DC as a cultural
destination and the only ethnic neighborhood is intrinsically connected to and dependent upon a
strong community and social structure of people who live and work in this area.

The CCCC offers programming that celebrates the rich Chinese culture, history, language, and
heritage deeply embedded in this community. The CCCC also enriches the lives of its members
and visitors alike through a variety of programs focused on Chinese cultural exploration as well
as educational programs designed for immigrants living in Chinatown and the Greater
Washington, DC area. The Chinatown Community Cultural Center is the heartbeat of Chinatown
and Washington, DC's premier destination where East meets West.

For more information on the Chinatown Community Cultural Center, please visit here.

April is National Financial Literacy Month

In recognition of National Financial Literacy Month, also known as National Financial Capability
Month, the DC Department of Insurance, Securities and Banking (DISB) is offering free financial
health assessments and personal finance resources to improve the financial capabilities of the
city's residents.

In 2013, the National Foundation for Credit Counseling reported that 40 percent of adults gave
themselves a grade of C, D or F on their knowledge of personal finance. This is a 25 percent
decrease from 2010 when 65 percent of adults gave themselves an A or B.

In DC alone, 11 percent of households have no banking relationship and on average spend $800 a
year on check-cashing fees. As a step in the right direction, DISB and its Bank on DC program
are offering a free personal financial health assessment to any DC resident or District government
employee through an online platform called LifeCents. The program is a comprehensive personal
financial wellness program designed to help evaluate, understand and improve financial health. It
also connects participants to resources specific to their financial needs and goals.

For more information on National Financial Literacy Month or related resources in the District,
please visit:

DC Department of Insurance, Securities and Banking 
Bank on DC 
National Foundation for Credit Counseling 
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National Financial Capability Month 
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