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Mayor Muriel Bowser with OAPIA Director, David Do, at the Chinese Lunar New Year celebration

Chinatown Lunar New Year Celebration

On February 22, 2015, the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association (CCBA) held its annual Chinese Lunar New Year Parade
in the District’s Chinatown neighborhood.

This year, the Chinese Lunar New Year fell on February 19th and
celebrates the Year of the Sheep. The Year of the Sheep is regarded as
a year of promise and prosperity. In Chinese culture, it is believed that
people born in the Year of the Sheep are tender, polite, filial, clever,
and kind-hearted. Lucky numbers for the sheep include three, four,
and nine, and the lucky colors are green, red, and purple.

CCBA's day-long celebration featured many festivities including the
parade, the Anacostia High School Marching Tribe, traditional lion
and dragon dances, as well as the lighting of firecrackers. Mayor
Muriel Bowser was present to give remarks alongside Dr. Lyu-
shun Shen, the representative of the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office (TECRO), in addition to other government
officials. David Do, Director of the Mayor’s Office on Asian and
Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA), participated in the parade alongside
other government officials and community leaders. In addition
to the performances and official program, the celebration also
included a marketplace organized by the Chinatown Community
Cultural Center. The marketplace showcased Chinese arts and crafts
such as face painting, calligraphy, and more.

CCBA is an umbrella organization representing thirty Chinese American
organizations throughout the Greater Washington Metropolitan area.
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Chinatown Highlights is a
quarterly newsletter for updates
about DC Chinatown and related
topics.
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Washington DC’s Chinatown is located in the
northeast quadrant of Northwest Washington.
To the north, it is bounded by Masachusets
Avenue and K Street; to the south, by G Street;
to the east, by 5th Street; and to the west,
by 8th Street. Chinatown is almost exactly
midway between the Capitol and the White
House. It sits on top of one of the few three-line
Metro (subway) stations in the metropolitan
area. ltis adjacent to the Convention Center,
the National Potrait Gallery and Mount Vernon
Square.

More information on DC Chinatown
http://apia.dc.gov/page/chinatown-small-area-plan

Mayor’s Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs
441 4th St. NW 721N Washington DC 20001
(202) 727-3120 | apia.dc.gov | apia@dc.gov



Chinatown Lunar New Year Celebration Photo Gallery (continuation of article)

OAPIA Director Do in the Community

On January 25th, Mayor Muriel Bowser announced David Do’s appointment as the new director of the
Mayor’s Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs. Director Do has a background in urban planning and
has previously worked as a correspondence management specialist in the Mayor’s Correspondence Unit
under former Mayors Adrian Fenty and Vincent Gray.

One main component of Director Do’s priorities is staying dedicated to connecting with community
members. In order to fulfill that goal, Director Do has committed each Friday to visiting businesses and
community based organizations (CBOs) in the District, including Chinatown. As of February 27th, Director
Do has visited seven businesses in Chinatown: Da Hsin Trading Company, Tony Cheng’s Restaurant,
Chinatown Garden, Fami(I}/ Dinette, Pho DC, Chinatown Liquor, and New Big Wong. During his
walkthroughs, he listened to the concerns of business owners and offered advice on how the District
government can help out. )

Director Do also visited the Asian Senior Center, Chinatown
Service Center, and Chinese Community Church to speak with
their staff so that OAPIA can maintain strong relationships with
these CBOs.

In addition to these community visits, Director Do also holds
“Office Hours” in each District ward so that residents and
businesses can have easier access to the District government. His
second “Office Hours” was held in Chinatown in Ward 2 on
February 25th at the Joy Luck House.

Director Do meets with a constituent



Remembering Duane Wang, Chinatown Community Activist

On February 2,2015, DC’s Chinatown lost a beloved community leader, Mr. Duane
Wang.

“Duane was a tireless leader in Chinatown, and a steadfast advocate for the welfare
of its residents and small businesses, particularly around issues of affordable
housing,” said David Do, OAPIA Director.

Mr. Duane Wang dedicated his life to community service and activism for over 60
years. He pioneered efforts to improve and strengthen the District’s Chinatown
and made sure that residents and businesses’ concerns were heard. Mr. Wang
advocated the need for additional affordable housing in the neighborhood and
an increase in more Chinese and Asian-owned businesses in Chinatown.

Mr. Wang first arrived in the United States from Hong Kong in 1950 to attend
Duane Wang Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee. As a Chinese immigrant studying in the
South at this time, he overcame many obstacles and hardships to eventually earn
two Bachelor’s Degrees and a Master’s Degree in Bio-Chemistry. Soon thereafter, he moved to Washington, DC
where he made his home for over 60 years. Mr. Wang pursued his dream of entrepreneurship and successfully
owned and operated many of his own businesses which included restaurants like Peking Restaurant, Wang’s
Company (grocery, gift, china), Wang’s Import and Export Company, Barker Company (lumber and hardware),
Tuck Cheong (liquor store) as well as real estate ventures throughout the city. He endured the economic
downturn of the late 1980s which caused many businesses to suffer fiscally and changed the face of Chinatown
as we knew it.

In 1987, the late Mayor Marion Barry bestowed upon Mr. Wang the honorary title of “Mayor of Chinatown”in
order to recognize his enthusiasm and concern for the DC Chinatown community. Furthermore, Mr. Wang’s
dedication and activism has been publicly recognized by the issuing of two Mayoral Proclamations of “Duane
Wang Day” in Washington, DC on February 9, 2003 and on February 22, 2007.

After retirement, Mr. Wang dedicated his life to community activism by serving as a board member or advisor
on over 20 different committees and organizations. Among one of his duties was serving as the Chairman of
the Chinatown Steering Committee and as Vice Chair of the Chinatown Community Cultural Center (CCCC),
a non-profit organization he co-founded in 2006. The Chinatown Friendship Archway was established as a
part of his efforts through a sister city council. Mr. Wang also advocated for the establishment of the Asian
Liaison Unit of the Metropolitan Police Department in Chinatown to better serve limited English proficient/
non-English proficient Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) residents.

Duane Wang is survived by his wife, children, and grandchildren.

Mr. Wang baking with community members Mr. Wang addressing the audience Mr. Wang with the Proclamation
at the Chinatown Community Cultural Center at a community event of “Duane Wang Day”



OAPIA Assuts Chmatown Residents after Fire Causes Displacement

OAPIA staff providing assistance at Fairfield Inn

On January 9, 2015, a fire at 510 | Street NW forced
all tenants to evacuate and relocate temporarily
to an emergency shelter at the Theodore Hagan
Recreation Center. Emergency assistance efforts
were coordinated by the Department of Human
Services (DHS), Department of Parks and Recreation
(DPR), the American Red Cross, and the Office of the
Tenant Advocate (OTA). On January 12th, fourteen
households were provided accommodations at the
FairfieldInnin Chinatown,whichwasfinanced by OTA.
The Mayor’s Office on Asian and PacificIslander Affairs
(OAPIA) staff met residents at the hotel and provided
language assistance to help facilitate OTA’s efforts.

Upcoming Meeting:

Chinatown Steering Committee
Meeting

Date: April 5th

complain about a

“Did You Got What You Paid for?

If you suspect a busiqess 5 taking unfair advantage of you and would like to

During the residents’ hotel stay, OAPIA also researched
alternative housing options and assisted residents with
applying for DHS's Emergency Rental Assistance Program
(ERAP). ERAP helps low-income District residents facing
housing emergencies by providing funding for overdue rent if
a qualified household is facing eviction. The program can also
support participants by providing security deposits and the
first month’s rent for residents moving into new apartments.

OAPIA reached out to Housing Counseling Services (HCS), one
of the community organizations administering ERAP, to provide
quick phone screenings due to the residents’ imminent risk of
facing homelessness. Out of the thirteen households that were
screened, 10 were confirmed eligible for the program. OAPIA
has been vital in providing language assistance for the displaced
victimsandalsoduringtheresidents’in-personapplicationsatHCS.

In addition to maintaining contact with HCS, OAPIA also
assisted the residents’ ERAP application process by contacting
multiple apartment units in the District to inquire for any
vacancies. As of February 23rd, HCS informed OAPIA that two
households had been approved to receive ERAP funds. OAPIA
has been a prime advocate for these affected households,
and has provided as much assistance as possible, yet finding
affordable housing alternatives in Chinatown has been
extremely difficult since the area is considered prime real
estate and many residents are hesitant to move out of the area.

OAPIA remains
and will

residents
support.

in close contact with the
continue to provide any necessary

Upcoming AAPI

Heritage Month

Events hosted by
OAPIA:

Yoga & Taekwondo Lesson

10-C ol

Consumer Protection (OCP) at (202) 442-8930.

Time: 7:00 pm

1) OCP will investigate your complaint!

2) OCP will try to resolve the case through mediation!

3) OCP will educate you on your rights and inform you of any potential scams.
4) OCP will assist you in your language.

Location:
Chinatown Community Cultural Center
616 H St. NW 2nd floor

please call the Office of

May 1,2015 | 6 PM
1350 49th Street NE
Washington, DC 20019

AAPI Artist Panel Discussion
May 5,2015 | 6:30 PM
812 7th St NW
Washington, DC 20001

AAPI LGBT Film Screening
May 21,2015 | 6:30 PM
812 7th St NW
Washington, DC 20001
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